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CONK 


Dt 


* *J >■ 


The October 20, 1948 issue f of the w New York Times " carried a 
full page advertisement issued by the NCASP pledging support to the candidacy 
of HENRY WALLACE for President of the United States. One WILIARD MOTLEY 
was listed among the signers of this advertisement* 


The February 21, 1949 issue of the "Daily Worker", infra, 
listed one WILIARD MOTLEY among 400 sponsors of the Cultural and Scientific 
Conference for World Peace in New York City on March 25,26-27, 1949. 

This conference was sponsored under the auspices of the NCASP. 

The May 2, 1950 issue of the "New York Herald Tribune" listed 
the names of the officers of the NCASP for 1950. The name of one WILIARD 
MOTLEY was reflected as a member of the Board of Directors of the NCASP. 


of known reliability 

This infornant advised on May 2, 1950, that one WILIARD 
MOTLEY was listed as a speaker at the "Humanity Versus the H-Bomb" 
Conference sponsored by the CCASP on May 3, 1950, at the Midland 
Hotel, Chicago, Illinois. 


b2 

b7D 


supra 

This informant advised on April 18, 1950, that one WILIARD 
MOTLEY was scheduled to be one of the speakers at the "Humanity Versus 
the H-Bomb"meeting sponsored by the CCASP at the Midland Hotel, 172 
West Adams Street, Chicago, on May 3, 1950. 

On May 4, 1950, this informant stated that a meeting of 
the CCASP was held at the Midland Hotel on May 3, 1950. 

According to the informant one Dr. JOHN J. DeBOER, chairman 
of the NCASP stated that one WILIARD MOTLEY who was scheduled to be 
one of the speakers at this meeting would not be in attendance at this 
meeting because of previous commitments. 

It should be noted that | | of known reliability, advised 
on June 26, 1951, that to his knowledge Professor JOHN DeBOER has been 
referred to officially as a Communist since the early 1940's. The 
informnt stated that DeBOER served on a National Council of the 
Communist Front. 


-7- 
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On November 21, 1950, this infornant advised that as of 
January 21, 1950, one 1ST LIARD MOTLEY was a member of the Board of 
Directors of the NCASP^y 

On January 9, 1952, informant stated that as of December 28, 
1951, one WILIARD MOTLEY was a member of the Board of Directors of the 


piother governmental 

agency which conducts 
personnel and intelligence 
inves tiga tions 


This informant advised on May 5, 1951, that one ALLARD 
MOTLEY was chairman of the Midnight Meeting in the Palm Room of the 
Hotel Diplomat, 108 West 43rd Street, New York City, New York, on 
Saturday March 24, 1951, sponsored by the Theatre Division of the 
NCASP. 



This informant advised on May 9, 1952, that WILIARD MOTLEY, 
writer, 208 East Superior Street, Chioago, was a contact, of the CGASP 
in 1951 and 1952, 

On May 9, 1952, this informant made available a letter 
bearing the letterhead of the NCASP, 49 West 44th Street, New York 
15, New York, dated February 25, 1952, which was mailed to the CCASP, 
946 North Clark Street, Chicago, and which reflected that one WILLARD 
MOTLEY was on the National Board of Directors of the NCASP in 1952. 



This informant advised on March 6, 1953, that WILLARD 
208 East Superior Street, Chicago, was a contact of the CCASP in 19 
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Civil Rights Congress 

The Civil Rights Gongress has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


This informant advised on March 1, 1949, that WILLARD MOTLEY, 
author of "Knock On Any Door”, was a scheduled speaker at a mass rally of 
the Harlem Chapter of the Civil Rights Congress on March 6, 1949, at the 
Renaissance Casino, 138th Street and 7th Avenue, New York City, New York./gO 

(}X} V *** 

Committee For United States 
Participation in the American 
Continental Congress for 
World Peace 

The Committee For United States Participation in the American 
Continental Congress for World Peace was cited as a section of the parent 
organization, the American Continental Congress for Peace, which was 
another phase in the Communist world "peace" campaign aimed to consolidate 
anti-American forces through the Western Hemisphere, Congressional Committee 
on Un-American Activities House Report No. 378 on the Communist "peace 
offensive" April 25, 1951, original date April 1, 1951, page 21. 

The July 29, 1949 issue of the "Daily Worker", infra, listed 
WILLARD MOTLEY among the leading United States scientists, educators, 
artists, religious and labor leaders who have endorsed the Continental 
Congress in an article announcing a peace congress to be held in Mexico 
City September 5-10, 1949, as announced July 28, 1949, by the Committee 
For United States Participation in the American Continental Congress for 
World Peace. 


Congress of American Women 

The Congress of American Women has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive u rder 10450* 
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Jof unknown reliability, 
but who is in a position to 
furnish reliable information 

This informant advised on March 8, 1950, that WILIARD MOTLEY, 
author, was a speaker at a reception sponsored by the Congress of American 
Women held on November 27, 1949. (p(jl ob 

♦♦Daily Worker" and "Worker" 

The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast Communist daily newspaper. 
The "Worker" is the Sunday edition of the "Daily Worker". 

I I of known reliability 


This informant advised in 1943* that WILIARD MOTLEY, 1261 
South Halsted Street, Chicago, was a subscriber to the "Daily Worker" 
in 1943. 


of known reliability 

This inforn^nt advised on March 28, 1952, that W. MOTLEY, 
1420 Kedzie Avenue, Chicago 23, Illinois, subscribed to the "Daily 
Worker" and the "Worker" in 1950 and 1951. 


Midwest Committee For 
Protection of Foreign Born (MCPFB) 

] supra, advised on May 27, 1948, that the Midwest Committee 
Foreign Born is the Midwest organ of the American 
Committee For Protection of Foreign Born. 

The American Committee For Protection of Foreign Born has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 


This informant advised on April 11, 1950, that one WILIARD 
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b2 

b7D 



Lift \ ^ 


ivlOTLEY was a sponsor to the PEARL KART Testimonial Dinner held on April 
3, 1950, at the Bismark Hotel, Chicago, Illinois. 


It is to be noted thai j [ suora, advised on June 23, 1951 

that PEARL HART, Chicago attorney had been introduced to him in the * 
past as a member of the Communist Party. The inforn&nt stated that 
HART V&3 a Communist Party member up to at least October 1945. 


The "Worker", Illinois edition for April 9, 1950, page 2A 
column 1, carried an article stating that one WILLARD MOTLEY was one* 
of the sponsors for the PEARL HART Testimonial Dinner that was being 
sponsored by the MCPFB to be held at the Bismark Hotel on April 8 1950. 


National Committee For 
Peaceful Alternatives 


The Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities House 
Report No. 378 on the Communist "peace offensive" dated April 25, 1951 
cited the NCPA as an organization formed as a result of the Conference * 
for Peaceful Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact and which wa3 located 
according to the letterhead dated September 16, 1950, at 30 North 
Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

According to the report the job of the NCPA was to further 
the cause of the Communists in the United States who were doing their 
part in the Moscow campaign. 


supra 

This infornant advised in January 1950 that WILIARD MOTLEY, 
author, Chioago, ira 3 one of the signers of an open letter to Senators 
and Congressmen urging the defeat of President TRUMAN’S Arms Program. 
Infornttnt advised that these letters were sponsored by the NCPA^jgA 


National Non-Partisan Committee 


The Bureau of Special Services and Investigations, New York City 
Police Department, advised that the NNPC was formed to defend the rights 
of the twelve Communist Party leaders who were convicted in New York 
in 1949. " 




\ 





This informant advised on June 30, 1952, that WI LIARD MOTLEY, 
208 East Superior Street, Chicago 11, Illinois, authorized the use of 
his name in protesting the trial of the twelve eonvioted Communist 
Party leaders in New York in 1949. q\ 


‘ogressive Pari 


I |supra, advised on February 6, 1951, that the Progressive 

Party of Illinois is under the control of the Communist Party and has 
been under Communist Party control since its inception in Illinois iVg . \ ({j\ 


?f known reliability 

On March 6, 1950, this informant made available a 42nd Ward 
booklet of the Progressive Party which reflected that one WI LIARD MOTLEY 
was appointed an alternate to the Progressive Party National Convention 
to be held in Chicago, Illinois, on February 24-26, 1950. 

The October 22, 1948 issue of the ”Chioago Maroon* reflected 
an article entitled "Students For Welfare Point To Election Day”. This 
article reflected that WILLARD MOTLEY, author of ”Knock On Any Door” 
was listed as a speaker at a symposium to be held at the Jack and Jill 
Theatre on October 27, 1948, sponsored by the Progressive Party. 

It is to be noted that the ”Chicago Maroon” is a student 
newspaper published on the campus of the University of Chicago. 


Jof unknown reliability, 
but who is in a position to 
furnish reliable information 


This informant advised on May 21, 1950, that WILIARD MOTLEY, 
208 East Superior Street, Chicago, Illinois, for^rded a comrauriiaa.Aa.cm 
to the Secretary of State, Springfield, Illinois, on behalf of the 
Progressive Party program to obtain a place on the ballot in the November 
1950 general election in Illinois. 


t 
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Voice of Freedom 

The California Committee on Un-American Activities Report, 

1948, page 225, cited the Voice of Freedom among the publications 
which the committee found "to be Communist initiated and controlled, or 
so strongly influenced as to be in the Stalin solar system. 

The January-February, 1949 issue of the "Voice of Freedom", 
a bulletin published by the Voice of Freedom Committee, announced a 
campaign to open one of the four major networks to a Negro news commentator. 
The name of one WILIARD MOTLEY appears in a list of eighteen Negro 
candidates to be voted for in connection with this campaign. 



Workers School 


FRANK S. MEYER, Government witness in the trial of the United 
States versus WILLIAM Z. FOSTER testified on April 13, 1949, that he 
was director of the Chicago Workers School. MEYER testified that the 
Educational Department of the Communist *arty supervised the education 
in the Workers School and decided on its curriculum and method of 
recruiting. He advised that this sohool was open to party and non-party 
people and was used to recruit members into the Communist Party and to 
teach Marxism and Leninism. 


b2 

b7D 


of known reliability 


This informant advised in June 1942, that one WILLARD MOTLEY 
tended bar at the Sky-Hi Dance sponsored by the Workers School at 228 
South Whbash Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, in 1942. 


Subsequent to thi3 dance a party was held at WILLARD MOTLEY’S 
room at 1261 South Ha Is ted Street, Chicago. 


In June 1942, this informant stated that the Current Events 
class of the Workers School was held at the residence of WILLARD MOTLEY, 

1261 South Hals ted Street, Chicago, on June 27, 1942, and June 29, 1942* 
According to the informant CONRAD K0M0R0WSKY, a member of the staff of 
the Workers School taught this class. 
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In June 1942 this informant stated that a meeting of the 
extension class of the Workers School taught by CONRAD K0M0R0WSKY was 
held at the home of WILIARD MOTLEY, 1261 Hals ted Street, Chicago, on 
July 13, 1942. 

It is to be noted that l | supra, advised on February 8, 

1950, that CONRAD KOMQROWSKY was a member of the Educational Department 
of the Communist Party in Illinois. 


'essives of America 


[of known reliability, advised that the Young Progressives 

of America is Communist dominated. 


pf known reliablit 


i i 

This informant advised on April 21, 1949, that one WILIARD 
MOTLEY was among the sponsors of the "Salute to F.D.R." rally at the 
Manhattan Center on April 29, 1949, sponsored by the Young Progressives 
of America. 



IV. DESCRIPTION 

.lowing desbription of WILIARD MOTLEY was obtained from 
"Who's Who in Colored America" 1950 edition: 


Name 

Date of birth 

Place - of birth 

Sex 

Race 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 

Characteristics' 

Occupation 

marital Status 


WILIARD IHANCIS%)TLET 
July .14, 1909 
Chicago, Illinois 
Male 
Negro 

5 , ir' 

170-180 lbs. 

Black 

Brown 

Light brown 
Wears small mustache 
Author (wrote Knock 
On Any Door) 

Single 



Present Residence 
Former Residences 


Relatives 


Calzado Atzingo, No. 8A, 
Cuernavaca, Morelos, Mexico 
208 East Superior Street 
Chicago 

1420 North Kedzie 
Chicago 

1261 South Ha Is ted Street 


Chicago 

mpy TreyntTOTOA U TTQg MrVT Tgy 

RA.UI kOTLEY'1 T" 


Military Service 


None 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


INFORMANTS 


IDENTITY OF 
SOURCE 


DATE OF ACTIVITY 
AND/OR DESCRIPTION 
OF INFORMATION 


RECEIVED 


r 1 ■? i t-* 


AGENT TO WHOM 
FURNISHED 


FILE NO. 

WHERE LOCATED 


Background 

Data 


10/23/53 



(orally) 


Leemed advisable 




10/23/53 


Background 

Data 


10/23/53 


n/25/51 



100-17088 1A S 


Anonymous 

Source 


□ . . 

Records of Background 5/29/51 

Selective Service, data re subject's 
523 Plymouth Court, military status 
Chicago, as furnished 


(orally' 


- 16 - 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


DATE OF ACTIVITY 


FILE NO. 

WHERE LOCATED 


IDENTITY OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE RECEIVED AGENT TO 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION WHOM FURNISHED 



b2 

b7D 

b7C 


cerning subject's 9/29/51 
st to Communist 
and subject’s 

statement 

(deemed advisable) "Down with the 

U.S.w 1951 



Unidentified 
Agent in the 
Chicago office 
(photostated 
letter sent by 
complainant 
to Director) 


100-21911-6 
(photostated 
copy of 
complainant’s 
letter) 


SA 



(orally) 


SA 



(oraiiy; 


SA 



(orally) 


SA 



(oraTIyJ 


SA| 

(orally) 


- 17 - 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


DATE OF ACTIVITY . 

IDENTITY OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE - 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED 


Agent to file no. 

WHOM FURNISHED WHERE LOCATED 


urrent informant 10/9/53 
heck 

ubject’s contact 3/6/53 
1th CCASP - 1952 


(orally) 



100-20 627 -IE 3 
(39) 


urrent infornant 10/15/53 
heck 



urrent informant 10/27/ 53 SA 

heck (orally] 


urrent informant 10/s/ 53 

heck 


Subject's 
sponsorship of 
Bill of Rights 
Conference, 1949 


6/20/49 


Subject’s affiliation 4/1B/50 
with CCASP - 1952 



Unknown agent 100-21911-18 

in the Chicago 

office 


100- 20 627-31A 5 


(written 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


r*wvxk 

DATE OF ACTIVITY \/Ja * ' 

IDENTITY OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE AGENT TO 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED WHOM FURNISHED 


FILE NO. 

WHERE LOCATED 



Chara cteriza tion 

of CCASP >/6/52 

Subject’s contact 5/9/52 

with CCASP - 1951- 

1952 


Subject's member- 
ship on Board of 
Directors, NGASP- 
1952 


5/9/52 


SA | 

(written] 


SA| 

(written] 


100-20 627- 1B4- 

p.210 

100- 20 627-1B3 (22) 



Subject's affiliation 5/2/50 SI 
with CCASP - 1950 (written; 


100-20 627-1316 



Characterization 6/ 26/ 51 
of JOHN DeBOER 

Chara c ter iza tion 6/ 23/ 51 

of PEARL HART 



.00-4199-36 



Subject's 
attendance at 
Midnight Meeting 
sponsored by the 
NCASP - 1951 


5/5/51 



N.T. FILE 
100-104791 


- 20 - 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


DATE OF ACTIVITY 

IDENTITY OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED 


AGENT TO FILE NO. 

WHOM FURNISHED WHERE LOCATED 



Subject listed^ 3/8/50 

a3 speaker at / 

reception 

sponsored by 

Congress of » 

American Women I 

.1/27 




(written] 


100-18332 1B1 (31) 


Anonymous 

Source 



Subjects 
subscription 
to the “Daily 
Worker" and 
“Worker" 1950- 
1951 


3/28/52 



100-14644-1B6 



Subjects I 6/30/52 

authorization * 

to use name in 
protesting trial * ' 
of 12 convicted I 
CP leaders - 19491 ^ 



100-219 11 -1A1 
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ADMINIS TRATIVE PAGE 


DATE OF ACTIVITY 

IDENTITY OF AND/OR DESCRIPTION DATE AGENT TO FILE NO. 



Communication sent 5/21/50 
bysubject to Sec. 
of State requesting 
that the PP be 
placed on ballot 
(deemed advisable) in Illinois 

1950 

b2 
b7D 
b7C 

I Source 


Chara c ter iza tion 
of YPA 


Subject sponsorship 4/21/49 SA 
to “Salute to F,D.R. rt 
Sally sponsored 
by YPA - 1949 


X 






- 22 * 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PaGE 


LEADS 


THE CHICAGO DIVISION : 


At Chicago, Illinois 




Will take whatever action is recommended by the Bureau in 
answer to an FD 122 recently submitted requesting that the subject be 
placed on the tSecurity In&eSc. \ /* • r r ,. r , 

Will follow and r^pbrt the results of a lead set out 
to the WFC to check the records of the Department of State, Passport 
Division, for all available information concerning WILLARD MOTLEY'S 
foreign travel in Mexico. 


REFERENCE 


Report of SA 
1953, at New lork. 


dated November 14, 


Chicago lettr to Bureau dated October 28, 1953* 


-23- 




UNAVAILABLE SECTION 


FD-122 

(5-H-53) 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


to : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-382070) 




CHICAGO (100-21911) 


date* November 20, 1953 


4 4 


subject: WILLARD FRAN CIS MOTLEY 
SM - C 

/ 00; CHICAGO 






It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows; (Specify change only) 


NAME WILLARD 


ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


ALIEN 

INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


RAC E NEGRO . S£X_MALE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) OUT OF COUNTRY 

TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RAC E NEGRO i 

DATE OF BIRTH 7/U/09 PLACE OF BIRTH CHICAGO, IT 

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


KEY FACILITY DATA; NONE 

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 


JLL-Ul 

/(X)- $$ /* 


RESPONSIBILI 1 


NOV 23 t353 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 



REH:SVW 


REGISTERED 


AU IHF 0 x.- tfV** O »' CONTAINED 
HEREIN ISlJMCLASSir lEQ „\1 

date iJUtOd syS E.5L3CJWC 


X .uJv) 


b'7C 



STMWO FORM NO (t 


V fe ,-H: . FD -128 

9 3 - 4 - 52 ) 

W . p9. C'-'-yJzi 

Office Memorandum • united st^^^^rnment 


Director, FBI (100-382070) 
SAC, New York (1CM OT791) 


DATE: 12/4/53 


' SUBJECT: WILUH) KOTLEI 

(0 ■ SM - C 

/j 

The captioned individual has been the subject of a security investi- 
gation by this office. The Division has verified the penna- 

nent presence of the subject in its division as residing and working at the 

addresses listed below. The Chicago Division is being considered 

the new office of origin. 

Residence Address i 350 West 60th Street, Chicago, Illinois# 


>sentlv at Calzado At z in go. #8A. Curenayaca, Mexico 


Business Address: 


Unknown 


Check the following applicable statements: 

y This individual has been the subject of a Communist Index Card. 

This individual Is the subject of a Security Index Card, 

(The Bureau is requested to make the appropriate c hang es in the 

Security Index at the Seat of Government, The 

Division should affix the addresses reflected above and the 
appropriate case file number.) 

This subject was tabbed for Detcam. 

This subject was tabbed for Comsab. JU 

This subject was carried as a Key Figure or Top Functionary, r 'AJ 
Handwriting specimens have been furnished to "the Bureau, 

A photograph has been furnished to the Bureau, 

__ A security flash notice has been placed with the Identification Division, 
The following pertinent items are being forwarded to the new office of origin 
with its copies of this letter: .;~CR ,'Ai ION CONTAINED 

„ ^ „ . HEREIN |S UNCLASSIFIED / 

Security Index Cards DATE 7z.M-00 BY ZSd ffiC / 


Serials (specify) 

Chicago has all pertinent serials* 


RECORDED-12 > m 


=3 l—> 

0EGL&-® 83 / 


R U C 


2- cc:. 


(S£0$ 


i#i^EC IS tel 



STANDARD FORM NO 64 




Office MA mS^ dum • UNiTmTsfSrES government 


/,' r - r?3^ ^ ~»/ 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (100-382070) 

SAC, New lork (100-104791) 

WILLARD^OTLET 
SM - C 
(00 - Chicago) 


DATE: 12/4/53 


ReRep at NT dated 10/14/53 and Chicago letter to the Director 

dated 10/28/53. 

In Referenced report informant advised subject has never been 
a resident of NT but had been a resident of Chicago, Illinois, address unknown. 

In referenced letter Chicago advised subjects mother resides 
at 350 W. 60th Street, Chicago, Illinois, and that the subject presently re- 
sides at Ca^tijdo Atzingo, 8A, Cnrenayaca, Mexico. 

Chicago, in referenced letter^ designated itself office of origin 
and advised a summary report was being prepared recommending subject for 
inclusion on the Security Index* 

In view of the above, FD 128 is being submitted designating 
the Chicago Division as office of origin. KJC 


'iri ireoSi sks.zcfat- 


y v 

REFsSTS 


"V^ 


RECORDED -29 


‘' 7 ° 


\ • m 





j 

, y 



STANDARD FORM no. M 


Office Memorandum • united stipes government 


to : DIRECTOR, FBI ( l flffTrt .**70 ) 

£ROM : SAC, CHICAGO ( 100-21911) t 

/* 

SUBJECT: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 

SM - C 

00: Chicago 


i-y 


datbj March 16, 1954 


Aa INFORUAiiON CONfAINtH 


jsr 


Attaahed herewith are five c opies 
of the report of SA | ] dated 

March IS, 1954, and captioned as shown above, 


(/ ' ! 


/■'> / 


Inasmuch as all leads have been covered, : / j 
this case is being placed in. a closed status. 


1 1. It if 


REGISTERED MAIL 



ENCLOSURES (5) 


REH:mar 






Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

CONFIDENTIAL 


REPORT MADE AT 



DATE WHEN | 
MADE j 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

( 

report' MADE BY > b ?C 

CHICAGO 


3/18/54 

2/27/54 

REH : mar 

title 



\ 

CHARACTER OF CASE * 

WILLARD 

FRANCIS MOTLEY 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


"synopsis of facts* 

i 0 

Files of the Passport Office, United States ' ' ' 

Department of State, failed to di serose any record , 9 

pertaining to* the subjects foreign travel. Files 
of the Visa Office, * United States Department of State, a, 

reflected that i n 1952 MOTLEY attempted to obtain a n +*& \ I 

immigration visal I to 4jlJ 


immigration visa l I to < 

enter the United States. .As a result of the extreme 3f/?k\ <> 

derogatory information developed against the subjects ' ' 

moral character that reflects that MOTLEY was a homosexual, 
he was refused an immigration visa under provisions of 
Section 12 (a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act. 


- 3 . s'*, T 3 S’ i 





Mr 




APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED 


b£chj LO&M 

b'feO ml o' 

Special agent 
in Charge 


jjfi'.r 

OO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES OF THIS ftl 


^00-382070) (BM] 


5 - B urea u TJP 30-3 82070) 
3 - ,(100-21911) 


ClA - 3 y *? <- ■ 

H'iP 27. 



lECOBPEP-a 

iMDEXE-D-^i. 


C0NF,DENT,Al * Ep0ftT A »&‘™ CONTENTS ABE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI ANQ^ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 

ftwtWUi JU WiUtH lUftfitO* a a r\ TitmT * t 

U * OOVt.NMENT P.fNT,HS ornci 16 — W 35 S-S OOrJrlJJii ill i i AL 



CG 100-21911 



2 





GG 100-21911 


An Operations Memorandum dated July 25, 1952, 
from the American Embassy in Mexico City, stated 
the subject had been interviewed bv Consul I I — 


1 I He had also furnished evidence 

indicating that he had a credit balance with the 
Appleton-Century-Crofts, New York, of $31,741.17, 
as of December 31, 1951. 

( b) Results of Investigation Conducted 
bvl I Another Government Agency 
Which Conducts Personnel and 
Security Investigations ~ 

In an Operations Memorandum dated October 15, 
1952, the American Embassy in Mexico City requested an 
advisory opinion from the United States Department of 
State regrardin p- the application for a visitor f S visa 

1 As a result of this request 

from the American Embassy in M exico City, the following 
investigation was conducted by | I supra, in 

August, 19 ^ 2 : 


- 3 - 



#fk 
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BIOGRAPHIC DATA 


V 


I. BACKGROUND DATA 


Files of the Chicago. Public Library, Chicago, 
Illinois, contain the following information reflected 
in "The Saturday Review of Literature", issue of 
February 14, 194#, Volume XXXI, No. 7 * 

" . . JtflLLARD ffOTLE Y has been amon£ other 
things student, football player, coach, migratory, 
laborer, ranch hand, short-order cook, diswasher, 
Christmas card salesman, coalniker, bakers* helper, 
waiter, janitor, chauffeur, handy man, windo washer, 
plasterer T s helper, stock clerk, order clerk, shipping 
clerk, anipal caretaker, laboratory technician, 

* artist* (painting decorative brandy bottles), 
photographer, radio script writer, Housing Authority 
interviewer, Office of Civilian Defense writer, 
contributor to magazines, and recipient of a Book-of- 
the-Month ac colade. . .he once served 30 days Jk>r 

vagrancy . . .Ai l 1 

studied painting in Paris on a Guggenheim fellowship, 
returned to have a one-man show in NfiaL-Xork. and has V 
attained stature in the art world. 

"WILLARD MOTLEY 1 s second novel, about soldiers 
home from the wars and tentatively titled "They Fished 
All Night* is being gestated on an Oregon ranch." 

The Library files also reflect the following 
information contained in "American Novelists of Today" 
by HARVEY RyjWARFEL, published by American Book 
Company, Chicago, Illinois: 




CG 100-21911 


"WILLARD MOTLEY was born in Chicago, Illinois, 
on July 14, 1912. He has made four transcontinental 
trips - by bicle, jalopy, thumb, and brake rods. 

During his days of wandering he was a student, football 
player, ranch hand, migratory laborer, cook, dishwasher, 
salesman, waiter, janitor, chauffeur, laboratory 
technician, and radio script writer. He has also worked 
as a Housing Authority interviewer and as a writer 
for the Office of Civilian Defense. 

rt His first novel, "Knock on Any Door" 

(1947) is about a boy, NICK ROMANS, who grows up 
on the streets of Chicago. He passes from juvenile 
mischief to crime. Reform school corrupts and hardens 
him; he eventually turns killer and dies in tthe electric 
chair. This story was made into a powerful motion 
picture, starring HUMPHREY BOGART, which became propaganda 
in the fight against juvenile delinquency.” 

Files of the American Vigilante Intelligence 
Federation, Chicago Tribune Tower Building, 435 North 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, contain the following 
information: 

From the Daily Worker, October 9, 1949 - (Infra) 

"Author MOTLEY* s Cops Come to Life 

"Chicago - The negro-hating cops he wrote about 
in his best seller "Knock On Any Door", came to life 
last week for author WILLARD MOTLEY. Like so many 
hundreds of Negroes who are constantly being arrested 
and grilled for no good reason, MOTLEY was seized by 
policeman NORMAN HARRINGTON and taken to the Chicago 
Avenue lock-up. MOTLEY had simply been standing on the 
corner of Huron and St. Clair Streets at 2:30 AM after 
he had seen a friend to his car from the author’s home 
nearby. The novelist told with betterness of the 
rough treatment he received at the hands of the police 
who held him for more than an hour. Thfcy refused to 
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allow him to call an attorney or to arrange for bail. 
Unable to accuse him of any wrong-doing, the police 
kept demanding to know what he was doing out on the 
streets at that time of night# 

"MOTLEY was finally released, apparently 
after some police official who reads, realized that 
there might be trouble over the holding of the famed 
Negro author# ’The experience of Mr# MOTLEY serves 
to show how the Negro people are hounded b^upolice on 
the streets of Chicago’, declared ARTHUR GjAPRICE, 
Secretary of the Civil Rights Congress .( iAfhiJt; » OTSink of 
th~e~ fate of those who do not happen to be best-selling 
novelists# ’" 

These files also contain the following 
information from the Chicago Tribune, issue of 
September 2#, 1949 : 

"Negro Author is Cleared of Police Oharge 

"WILLARD MOTLEY, 20# East Superior Street, 

Negro author of the book ’Knock $n Any Door*, was 
freed of a disorderly cbaduct dharge by Judge CECIL C. 
SMITH in Chicago, in Chicago Avenue Court yesterday. 

"Policeman NORMAN HARRINGTON testified that 
he and his squad tried to question MOTLEY in his auto 
at Huron and St. Clair streets at £:25 AM; that he made 
a flip retort, and refused to identify himself. 

"MOTLEY testified that he could have ’meant 
any of these policemen’ in his book, in which he raps 
police# WILLIAM BARTH, Assistant Corporation Counsel, 
urged that the author lacfined on the ground that he is 
an intelligent person and had no excuse for not 
identifying himself# Judge SMITH cut short the testimony 
of police and discharged MOTLEY." 



- 6 - 



CG 100-21911 


Files of the American Vigilante Intelligence 
Federation also contained the following clipping from 
"Salute", issue of June, 194#: 

"WILLARD MOTLEY 

"No other Negro has ventured so successfully 
into non-Negro subject matter as 35~y®&r old WILLARD 
MOTLEY with his smashing novel of last year T Knock On 
Any Door’. This story of an Italian- American boy who 
f start* clean f but becomes a Chicago mobster, is told 
with brutal honesty, deep understanding, genuine 

compassion The book was a first novel, si* years 

in the writing; behind it were other years of roaming 
America, working at a dozen trades, often going hungry. 
MOTLEY was born in Chicago (his father was a Pullman 
porter, his grandmother a slave), grew up in a white 
neighborhood, starred as a high- school football player, 
then took to the road with a young man’s wanderlust. 
That sated, he returned to Chicago, began writing 
(supporting himself by odd jobs). In 1939 he moved 
to Madison Street, also known as Skid Row, there was 
inspired to produce ’Door’. His first draft was 
500,000 words; cut, it still runs 504 pages. 

"A gentle, kind-hearted bachelor, MOTLEY 
found himself surrounded by hangers-on when ’Door 1 
clicked. To escape, he moved to an Oregon ranch. 

He now is writing a novel about a War II veteran, 
hopes to finish it in less than six years." 
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POLICE RECORDS 

Records of the Criminal Division, Chicago 
Police Department, Chicago, Illinois, reflect that 
WILLARD MOTLEY, 1261 South Halsted Street, Chicago, 
Illinois; male; age 32; colored; occupation; author; 
single; weight, 13 8; height, 5’ 7 tt ; medium build; 
complexion, dark; eyes, brown; hair, black, was 
arrested on September 11, 1944, at 111 East Chicago 
Avenue, Chi p a cm. Ill innis > Thename of the complainant 
was given as | Maywood, Illinois. MOTLEY 

was charged with violation of Chicago ^Municipal Statute 
193-1 (disorderly conduct). The arrest ca rd record 
rafl a rt Md that the arresting officers were f 

that the subject was tried in Municipal 
uourt Number 42 before Judge HERMES* The case was 
continued and the final hearing held on January IS, 

1945, at which time MOTLEY was discharged. 

Criminal Division records also disclose that 
WILLARD MOTLEY, address: 208 East Superior Street, 
Chicago, Illinois,; male; age, 39; weight, 155; 
height, 5 T 8"; Negro; complexion, dark: build, medium; 
eyes, brown; hair, black; nativity, colored; born 
July 14, 1912, Chicago, Illinois; occupation, author, 
was arrested on August 29, 1951, 4 s 15 AM, at 208 East . 
Superior Street, Chicago, Illinois, on a charge of 
viiation of Chicago Municipal Statute 193-1 (disorderly 
conduct) • The recor d reflected further that the subject 
was arrested wih one! - 

Evanston, Illinois. ' particulars 01 tne cnarge were 

w drunk and causing a distrubance." MOTLEY was tried 
before Judge LUCZAK in Chicago Municipal Court Branch 
Number 30 on August 29, 1951. and was discharged. 

The arrest ing officers were |_ 
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as a Trotskyist* File* reflected further that the 
subject is the author of "Knock On Any Door" and that 
he has had a long record of subversive activity in the 
Chicago area. In view of the instruction contained in 
the memorandum from SY Washington dated August 14, 1952 
that the subject’s Americanism need not be explored at 
this time, the complete record of subversive activity 
is not set forth herein; however, prominent among his 
activities were sponsorship of the National Non-partisan 
Committee to Defend the Rights of the Twelve Communist 
Leaders; member of the National Council of Arts, Sciences 
and Professions; his name appeared as a petitioner to the 
Supreme Court for a rehearing of the prison sentence 
imposed on the "Hollywood Ten." (Daily Worker, May 12, 
1950, page 3, column 2.) (Infra) 

The name of WILLARD MOTLEY was checked through 
the files of the Sex Bureau, Detective Bureau, and Bureau 
of Identification, Chicago Police Department, with 
negative results. 
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COURT RECORDS 

Concerning the arrest of the subject on August 29, 
1951, hereinbefore referred to, Chicago Municipal Court 
- records contain no pertinent information not otherwise 
reflected in the arrest record* Also, Chicago Municipal 
Court records co ntain no pertinent information relative 
to the arrest of l b n August 29, 1951, in 

addition to the information reflected on the arrest 
record. 

Review of Chicago Municipal Court records does 
reflect the presence of docket Number 44-MC20547 titled 
"City of Chicago vs WILLARD MOTLEY"; charge - violation 
of Chapter 193, Section 1, Sub-section 1, Revised Code 
of 1939 as amended. 


b7C 


Details of the complaint were "Did make or 
aid in making an improper noise, riot, distnnbance, 
breach of peace or diversion tending to a breach of 
the peace, within the limits of the City." (Causing 
a disturbance and annoying customers in a restaurant.) 

Thft /'nnmlaint was f i 1 f»H Sftnt.p.mhp.r 12, 1944 

bv l L Maywood, 

Illinois . The arrest took place at 10:00 PM, September 11, 
1944 at 111 East Chicago Avenue 

a e arresting officers were 

The name of the arrestee was given as WILLARD 
S MOTLEY; age 32; Negro; author. The defendant 
was arraigned before Municipal Court Judge M. J. BONELLI. 
The defendant pleaded not guilty and requested a Jury 
Trial. The case was set for trial November 14, 1944, 
before Municipal Court Judge EDWARD S. SCHEFFLER; 
defendant appeared before Judge BONELLI on November 14, 
1944; the case was postponed December 13, 1944; and the 
defendant appeared before Judge OSCAR 3. CAPLAN 
December 13, 1944. The case was postponed to January 17, 
1945 when MOTLEY appeared before Judge BONELLI. The 
record bore the notation "Suit dismissed for want of 
prosecution and defendant dismissed." 
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Municipal Court records also contained 
docket Number 202513 titled "City of Chicago va 
WILLARD MOTLEY"; arrested at 20# East Superior Street, 
Chicago, Illinois, on September 27, 1949 at 2:25 AM 
at the corner of Huron and St# Clair Streets, 

Chicago, Illinois. MOTLEY was charged with violation 
of Chicago Municipal Statute 193-1 Tdisorderly conduct). 
Facts of the arrest were "Arrested for being abusive 
to police officers when stopped for questioning. Refused 
to show his identification and stated he was a jack 
roller, but picking not very good tonight." The 
arrestee f s age was given as 37 and his description 
as Negro; writer; single. Arresting officers were 
SULLIVAN, HARRINGTON and MAYER. The defendant was 
tried before Judge CECIL C. SMITH in Municipal Court 
Branch No. 29 on September 27, 1949* He waived a 
Jury Trial; was tried by the Court; a finding of not 
guilty rendered and was discharged* 

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY RECORD 

a reliable confidential source advised 

supra , in August, 1952, that WILLARD FRANCIS 

MOTLEY, Order Number 1577, was registered on 
October 16, 1940 at Local Board 10£, Hull House, Chicago, 
Illinois. At the time of registration, MOTLEY stated 
that he was employed by the Illinois Federal Writers 
Project, 433 East Erie Street, Chicago, Illinois. HEs 
address was listed as 1410 South Union Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois; birth date, July 14. 1909 : name of parent 
was given as MARY MOTLEY, address - 350 West 60th Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. The record reflected further that 
MOTLEY’S education consisted of £ years elementary 
school and 4 years vocational school, and that his 
social security number was 334-14-5B12. In addition 
t>o employment at Illinois Federal Writers Project, the 
record reflected employment by the University of Chicago 
as Technician’s Assistant, Animal Research Laboratory, 
from December 2£, 1942 to April 9, 1943 and as a laboratory 
technician at Elexian Brothers Hospital, Chicago, Illinois, 
from April 9, 1943 to August 30, 1943* 
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MOTLEY stated that he was a conscientious 
objector, basing his objections on religious scruples, 
and fortifying his objections by submitting drafts 
of various articles which he had written with 
reference to his objections to war. A perusal of 
one of these articles entitled "Jesus Wept*, despite 
the title, disclosed ridicule and contempt of the 
position of the United States in World War II. 

MOTLEY was on March 23, 1942 classified as 
a conscientious objector (4-E); on July 12, 1943 
he was classified in 1-A. 


Examination of form DSS-231, "Report of 
Physical Examination aad Induction 11 , disclosed a 
diagnosis by Dr. I. V. FREEDMAN dated October 5, 
1943 as follows: "Psychoneurosis, mixed type, 

manifested by passivity, eccentricity, irregular 
work record, overscrupulousness, sensitiveness, 
introspection - Not acceptable under MR 1-9.” 

On October 22, 1943 the subject was redassified 
in 4-F. 


INFORMANTS 


of unknown reliability but who is 
in a position to furnish reliable information, 


advised l j supra, in August 1952 that the various 
courts of the City of Chicago referred to him for 
examination p a-r< a nn .s who are suspected of being 
homosexuals. | |stated that the name of WILLARD 
MOTLEY has been - Frequently mentioned by m^ny of 
these persons as being a person who associates with 
known homosexuals. He stated that, although this 
statement had been frequently made b y various ypgrsons. 
he remembers the name of only one, a 

whose last address was, according to ms records, 


Chicago. .Illinois, and who 

I Chicago, 
pad stated 


previously resiaeu az[ 

Illinois. He stated that 

"MOTLEY is a pal and cbhort of homosexuals residing 
in Chicago’s North side." This statement, he said, 
was made to him approximately one year ago. 
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Because of the injunction that this 
investigation be extremely discreet, it w as not 
deemed advisable to endeavor to interview! 


| 1 of unknown reliability, but who is 

in a position to furnish reliable information, advised 
supra, in August 1952 that the subject bears a 
very bad reputation; that while he has never actually 
been caught in a homosexual act, the rooming house at 
20# East Superior Street, MOTLEY residence , is t enanted 
almost exclusively/ bv hom osexuals and that [ 1 

I is a notorious homosexual •// , 
and a denizen o f -'the C hi cago underworld. He added 
that MOTLEY and ! I are boon companions and that 

MOTLEY associates very little with members of his own 
race and is known to have a d ecide d preference for the 
society of young white boys. remarked that the 

circumstances surrounding the subject's arrests in 
his district gave rise to strong suspicion that 
homosexuality was involved, although there was no 
proof. 


and a denizen o 
that MOTLEY and 



ition to 


of unknown reliability but who is in 
urnish reliable information, advised 


supra, in August 1952 that the subject was 
ted at 20& East Superior Street, Chicago, on 


August 29, 1951 on the complaint of neighbors who 
said they were disturbed by loud talk and drinking. 

At the time of arrest MOTLEY was on the street in the 


company of six white boys who h e stated had been 
visiting him in his room. | |asserted that the 
subject was not intoxicated at the time of the 
arrest but that he had been drinking. 


| | of unknown reliability but who is in 

a pos ition to furnish reliable information advised 

supra, in August 1952 that the subject had 

been arrested on September 11, 1944* He said that 
the address of this arrest, indicated on the arrest 
card as 1261 South Hals ted Street, was incorrect; 
that the arrest was actually made in Thompson’s 
Restaurant on the corner of Michigan and Chicago 
Avenues. This arrest was on complaint of 
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and with loud and boisterous talk. On this occasion 
the subject was in the company of a young whit e boy 
approximately 21 years of age, who according to| 
by mannerism, appearance, and conversation gave 
strong indications of being a homosexual. | | asserted 

that an attorney of the Civil Rights Congress 
represented the subject and that by threatening 

|with a suit for false arrest he succeeded 
in persuading the company to settle the case out of 
court and that the settlement involved payment to 
MOTLEY of the sum of $500.00. 


_Jof unknown reliabilit}r but who is in 

a position to iurnish reliable information advised | 

supra, in August 1952 that MOTLEY has resided at 

20S East Superior Street for a period of approximately 
fn y-r vfiars a nd that he has been a frequent patron 
of 1 I He said that the subject is often 

accompanied by homosexuals and other persons of low 
character, and that his patronage has been a source 
of embarrassment to him, but that because of the 
factor of raci al di scrimination he has been forced 

to serve him. related that the rooming house 

at 20# East Superior Street is one of the worst 
dives in Chicago, the resort of all types of sex 
perverts, degenerates, and even thieves. 

I I said that | b f age, 

who is known to him as an active homosexual, has 
associated with MOTLEY and has vis ited him in h is room. 
He related that when he reproached! |for 

this associa tion and asked him what ne saw in MOTLEY, 
nerely shr ugged his shoulders and said 
"What ao you think?" | ^.dded that he then remarked 
to | |that if he had to associate with men in 

this ffidhttSh Surely he could confine his association 
to w hite men. He said that a few days later MOTLEY 
came I I in a state of high indignation and 

asked him if he tnought he (MOTLEY) wasn T t good 
enough fori I 
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I stated that he has r®d MOTLEY T s book 

"Knock On Any Door" and that the story contains 
certain passages describing in minute detail a 
homosexual act* He added that in his opinion it 
would be r ather difficult to depict in such graphic 
style an act which had not been experienced by the 
narrator. 


Because of the injunction to conduct 
an extremely discreet investigation, it w as not 
deemed advisable to ende avor to inte rview 
It was also learned that I 1 is presently 

out of the city and not expected to return for 


several weeks or a month. 


1 I of unknown reliability but who is in 

a po sition to furnish reliable information advised 
1 1 supra, in August 1952 that he has been in 

business in the vicinity of 20$ Eajsi__Superior Street 
and corroborated the testimony of | c oncerning the 
reputation of the establishment at 208 East Superior 
Street and with reference to the reoutation of the 


subject and his associates. He added! 


because or th e close surveillance of! 

an d residence! 1 by residents 

of I I he is confident that 

the robbery was committee by an inmate of this 


rooming house. 



of unknown reliability but who is 


r -l.n a position to furnish reliable information, advised 

supra, in August 1952 that he has known the 
subject for a period of approximately four years 
and that he has visited him in his room at 20& East 


Surer ior Street. He characterized MOTLEY as a 


kind-hearted man whom he likes, but when questioned 
concerning the subject's morals readily testified 
that MOTLEY is undoubtedly a "queer". He asserted 
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that the subject has no girl friends, but that 
he is extremely fond of the society of white boys, 
associating very little with members of his own 
race. He said that MOTLEY had employed a white 
girl as his secretary, whose name he does not recall, 
and that she was a Lesbian, He related that his 
girl lived in the apartment with MOTLEY; also, that 
MOTLEY had a group of white boys living in his apartment 
and rooms adjacent thereto; that the Lesbian would 
entertain her girl friends in the apartment while 
MOTLEY entertained his boy friends. According to 
the informant there can be no doubt as to the 
subjects sex deviation. 


of unknown reliability but who is 
in a position to furnish reliable information advised 
| supra, in August 1952 that he has known the 
subject professionally and socially for a period 
of aoproximately five years, he and his wife having 
entertained Mr. MOTLEY in their home and visited 
in the latter T s home. He characterized the subject 
as a generous, warm-hearted tyoe of person, rather 
eccentric, decidelv gregarious in nature. He asserted 
that Mr. MOTLEY associates with people of all walks 
of life, but that he prefers the society of white 
people, adding that the subject had been reared 
among white people and that he desires to disassociate 
himself from people of his own race. He said that in 
his opinion MOTLEY has remained a bachelor because 
he does not wish to marry a member of his own 
race and although he might want to marry a white 
woman he feared that if he did so he might incur 
criticism and unfavorable publicity. 


| said that he is aware that Mr. MOTLEY 
associates with many persons of questionable 
character and that he has often heard the subject 
referred to as a "queer," but he believed that such 
associations are motivated by twin objectives, 
namely his oassionate championship of the cause of 
the underprivileged and to obtain personality portraits 
for projection in his writings, much of which deal with 
sociological problems and maladjustments. 
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| jasserted that the subject, like 

many other creative writers, is inclined to be 
somewhat intemperate in the use of alchohol and 
that this proclivity has gotten him into trouble 
on several occasions. He remarked that MOTLEY 
would be just the type to deliberately create a 
situation inviting his arrest and that he would 
thoroughly enjoy spending a night in jail purely 
for local color and dramatic material. 


*_l_ Hr .stated that MOTLEY 1 s secretary, 

Whose first name he does not remember, 
is presently with him in Cuernavaca, Mexi co; also 
that the subject* s mother is with him at this time. 


He said that 


is rather odd, colorless 


person, who has ambitions to become a writer, but 
whose talent is considerably less than commensurate 
with her aspirations. He added that he had observed 


nothing in particular in her manner which would 
indicate sex deviation although she had rather 
enigmatically on one occasion remarked that she 
would n take time out to become a woman after she 


had realized her literary ambitions. w T he informant 
asserted that he knew that ! | had lived 

in either the same suite 01 rooms with the subject 
or in rooms closely adjacent thereto. 


of unknown reliability but who is 
in a po sition to furnish reliable information, 
advised l I supra, in August 1952 that he has known 
the subject prof essiaaaLly since approximately 1947. 
He has had no social acquaintanceship with MOTLEY, 
although he has attended several luncheons in 
company with other literary people where Mr. MOTLEY 
was present.. He stat d further that he has probably 
only seen MOTLEY five or six times during the past 
two years.^ He characterized MOTLEY as gentlemanly 
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ard affable. He said that MOTLEY has had many- 
hard knocks and has come up the hard way. He 
asserted that because of MOTLEY’S preference 
for the wociety of white peopl e, he is somewhat 
of an outcast among Negroes, j said that he 

knows practically nothing of MOTLEY’S close 
associates; he is unable to express an opinion 
as to whether or not the subject is a sex deviate; 
also, that he is insufficiently acquainted with 
MOTLEY’S private life to venture an opinion as 
to his moral character. 


( c) Results of Recommendation by 

United States beoartment of State 



The files of the Visa Office, United States 
Department of State, supra, as reviewed on 
February 4, 1954, reflected that in view of the 
extremely dero gatory information developed against 
the subject by 
motive b v him. 


f. 




supra, and possible ulterior 
the subject was refused an immigration 

]as a person inadmissable 


visa for 

for admittance to the United States pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 212 (a) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act. 


(d) Characterizations of Organizations Mentioned 
in Investigation Conducted by supra 


The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast 
Communist daily newspaper. 

The Civil Rights Congress has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450* 
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The National Non-Partisan Committee 
was formed to defend the rights of the twelve 
Communist Party members who were convicted in 
New York 'in 1949* 

The National Council of Arts, Sciences 
and Professions has been cited by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities in their 
guide dated May 16, 1951. 

The New York Times, issue of June 10 , 1950 , 
listed the members of the Hollywood Ten and stated 
that they were charged with contempt of Congress 
for refusing to tell the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities whether they were Communist. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

The information reflected in the report 
concerning the subject's background and moral 
character wag nhf.ai npH from tJh* rP.nnrt. nf SnaMal 
Investigator 1 


A Pho tostal 
available to SE l 
and is being retaine< 


f report was made 
on February A, 1954, 
.cago file 100-21911-34. 


As r equested in referenced letter from 
Washington Field dated February 1 , 1954 , separate 
T symbols are being designated for the Office of 
Security, Department of State, as well as each 
individual who furnished information to that 
office# 


INFORMANTS 

Date of Activity Agent to File Number 

Identity and/or Description Date Whom Where 

of Source of Information Received Furnished Located 
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File Number 
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REFERENCE 

Summary report of SA dated 11/20/53 

at Chicago. 

Chicago letter to Washington Field dated 11/20/53. 

Washington Field letter to Chicago dated 2/11/54* 
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.^Office Memorandum • united states government 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-302070) 


datb May 5, 1954 


FROM 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-46461) 


subjectt^---- MOTLEY 

SECimrY matter - c 

f 00: Chicago > 


1 ^ jlJl* ^ ^ llA- V 

Selective Service fugitive 


^recently returned, mim -- 

Mexico. and was interview ed on 4/21/54 by SAs| | 

InH l I During the questioning of 

fit was developed that he was an acquaintance of 

captioned subject* WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY * and* In fact* had 
resided for a time with MOTLEY in Mexico City. 

| |went to Mexico from Chicago about August of 

1951. driving MOTLEY* s automobile through to Mexico City for 
him. I | had met MOTLEY previously in approxiraately_194 8 

when both were Interested in t he Independ ent Progressive Party 
movement in the Chicago area. | | admits he was a member 

of the American Youth for Democracy at one time in 1946* 
although he dropped out of this group after a short time. 

He claims he never did join the Communist Party (CP). 

i 

In regard to MOTLEY, I descrlbed him as a 

Negro, about 44 years old, born in Chicago, 5*5" tall, chun^ 
build, and not married. MOTLEY attended I nglewood High Schools 
in Chicago, where, according to | I he was a footbali^/ ( 

player. He is a writer by occupation and was the author of 
“Knock on Any Door” which was made into a motion picture. 
MOTLEY Is believed to have derived a considerable amount of 
money from his story and is currently engaged in writing 
an other in Me xico City. - His closest relative is, according 
to | I MR^raCfLEY, his mother, who resides on 57th 

StreeTTTnTHlcago/’ 


.cago, 


RECORDED • 63 


loo 


REGISTERED mrvcn (A ft? t, 

MMB:ndr WDEfED ‘ 63 <*iY _ 

cos Chicago (100-21911) (REGISTERED) 

" ~ CONTAINED: 

■ n»« «« HERE-' :s uNcussrafcr 


SMf 1^4 

T tr — 


J-oo OS'Z 
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stated that MOTLEY likes it in Mexico and 
may stay there indefinitely. He currently resides at Calzado 
de Atzingo No. 8 a, P.0. 128, Cuernavaca-Morelos, Mexico, D.F. 
MOTLEY plans a trip to Spain at some time in the future inasmuch 
as his book, "Knock on Any Door,” made considerable money there. 

stated that in Cuernavaca, MOTLEY associates 
closely on a social basis with a group of former Hollywood 
writers who left the United States at the time of the HCUA 
hearings and who are allegedly Communists. He recalled some 
of thise as GORDOm^AHN, DALT OlJ^tfRUMBO , ALBERTJ^ALTZ, and 
JOHNjpRIOHT , all former film writers, ft 1 thnu c m -M OTLEY is 
welcW>wn and accepted by this group J j atated that 

. - ' r- n fact> is 


he does not believe MOTLEY is a Communii 
sure he is not. 


MOTLEY claims to be a conscientious objector. 

never heard hi m praise t he CP or discuss it in any 
manner which would lead| Ito b elieve he was affiliated 

with it. At the same time , | admitted that MOTLEY is 

somewhat pro-Soviet and believe 3, “among other things, that 
the United States and all Western powers should get out of 
Asia; that the United States was the aggressor in Korea; 
and that the United States is an imperialist nation where 
violations of civil rights and discrimination against minority 
races are allowed to exist. 

For your information, the above-mentioned GORDON 
KAHN, DALTON TRUMBO, ALBERT MALTZ, and JOHN BRIGHT have all 
been subjects of SM-C investigations at Los Angeles whose 
Communist affiliations have been established. TRUMBO has 
recently returned to California on a permanent basis. The 
others are still in Mexico. 


-RUC- 
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FD-122 

(5-11-53) 


STAMMRO POW** MO M 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-382070) 


■ OM - SAC, CHICAGO (100-21911) 


subject: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY, 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


date* May 14, 1954 
Card U.T.D. 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above- captioned individual. 

x The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows; (Specify change only) 


ALIASES 


all <i vo.< r;oi ’ < o»>T! awiid 

Tilt ■>— i±r>» er -i 

DATE BY 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


ALIEN 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) (Remove from Out of Country Section] 


TAB FOR DETCOM 


DATE OF BIRTH 


TAB FOR COMSAB 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 
i/* s e if employed Author, 350 West 60th, Street, 


Chicago, Illinois 


KEY FACILITY DATA; non e 

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 


RESPONSIBILITY 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


/ & Z23 — ^ C) ^ Q 


350 West 6oth» ^treet not 
C hicago, Illinois 


KWKsemm 


REGIST 


2 ^ 


yu*H) v 




i 

/ 


7 ' 

STANDARD poitM NO M 

7 Office Memorandum 


# 


r 


TO 

FROM 




i DIRECTOR, 5*81 (10&«28S8ye 

u/fi^AC, CHICAGO (100-21911) 

subject: #VriLLARD IRANCI^MOTLEY 
SECURITY MATTIE - 0 
, 00 *- Chicago 



GOVERNMENT 

'date. August 2, 195^ 


ai.R.-7 



Re ID-122 dated August 2, 1954. 
' /-^On July 26, ,195**, Sa[ 


Interviewed Mrs. MARS^jOTBEY, 3 TO W est _ 6j)ttL-Street^- 
Chicago], mother-of subject, under ( a pretext. Mrs. 
HDTEEYadvised that the subject departed from Chicago 
on approximately July 13, 1954 for Mexico. Mrs. 
MDTIEX produced a letter /£rom the subject with the 
return address of WILLARtFltol 
Mexico. r 


b7C 


)TLEY, Apartado 248, Cuernavaca, 


Mrs. MOTLEY advised that the subject is presently 
working on a *book concerning Mexico and intends to 
maintain residence there. 


,* Three copies of this letter are being 
forwarded to the Bureau in the event the Bureau 
desires to send one copy to the Legat in Mexico for’ 
their information. 

REGISTERED \f 

KWK/jeb 


V 


RECORDED - 86 ^ 

- INDEXED. 86 12 "*8 1954 

EX -10? 





c« 


.. r 






rETEIWlSU\Ci_AS&i, = lKO , 

“ns :z=&uaa Sr&zj&kc 




r 
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FD-122 

(5-11-53) 


.«.»«■ f £ (5-11-53) 

Otfzce Memorandum • united states government 

to : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-^,82070) DATEl August 2, 195^ 

FROM AC, CHICAGO (100-21911) 


DATEl AUgUSt 2, 195^ 


4 


subject: WILLARD FRANCIS MOTLEY 

SECURITY MATTER - C 
00 - Chicago 


UwAv/A»- 

Card U.T.D. 

t ' ibH&euj otC yc . 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 

X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
— changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED/ 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY/ 


:st wd 

V TTns 


ALIEN 

INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE. 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify r Unavdlable/ - out of country 


TAB FOR DETCOM 


TAB FOR COMSAB 


DATE OF BIRTH 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS 


ADftffcs (Show name of employing concern and address) 

S Self-employed author, Apartado 2*+8, Cuernavaca, Mexico 

ALUNFaS^ON CONTAINED 

*" * ** 1 ' l ■» _»■» I w VI <»/ JwVll IL.I/ / 

„ DATE 3-ddzOO_ DY 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 

INTERESTED AGENCIES/^. 


RESPONSIBILITY 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS ^Apartado 248. Cuernavaca. Mexico 

/ M> ^ 7° - 

— Not RECORDED” 

REGISTERED U 12 AUG & 1954 * ^ 

KWK/ j^b / ^ 

Iri u !/ Aft 5 




b n r> 
/ v. 



STANDARD FWUI NO. 64 


• -\ 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


.TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-382070) 
FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (100-21911) 

.* i/' 

SUBJECT* WILLARD FRANCIS ' MOTLEY 
SECURITY HATTER --C 


DATE: August 20, 1954 


' J 


?•/ 


A pretext Interview with the subject's mother, Mrs, MAR'^CTLEY, 
350 West 60th Streets Chicago i Il lino is, on August 2, 1954* indicated that 
~EEe" subject is presently residing at Apartado 248, Cuernavaca, Mexico, 
According to Mrs, MOTLEY, the subject is self-employed in Mexico as an 
author. 

For the information of the Washington Field office, the following 
is being submitted concerning the subject: 1 

l) The following is a description of the subied^l 


Name WILLARD FREMCIS M0TLEY1 

Date of birth July 14, 190V \ 

Place of Birth Chicago, Illinois 

Sex Male 

Race Negro 

Height 5 'll" • 

Weight 170-180 lbs. UNC^ F jP^ 

Hair Black T 

Eyea Brom X 3 ( 

Complexion Light brown dfp 9 jV 

Characteristics Wears small mustache 

Occupation Author (wrote Knock On Any Door) 

Marital Status Single 

Present Residence Calzado Atzingo, No, 8A, 

Cuernavaca, Morelos, Mexico 
Former Residences 208 East Superior Street 

Chicago 

1420 North Kedzie 
Chicago 

1261 South Halsted Street 
Chicago w 

Relatives MARY FREDmO^S^OTLEY 




Former Residences 


Relatives 


fiXtjLi t /l 


iwx- 

b 


dL- yumu* 




. 9 - 7-1^ 


Military Service 


V b6 


REGISTERED 


WOOED • g| 



20 PUG 26 1954 


1 - Washington Field (100-28718) (Hegisterec 






